

  
  
  

    
    

      
        Watch the recording from Bill Weihl's keynote at GreenBiz ‘24 here!
If you’re a sustainability professional, sign and share the LEAD statement here.
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  ClimateVoice Policy Guide
Fall 2022
Now, we need to accelerate the pace of climate action at the federal, state, and local levels—and the corporate sector has a major role to play. This guide provides information for employees who want their companies to actively drive the policy shift to a clean energy economy.
Download the Policy Guide →
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ClimateVoice Policy Guide



Fall 2022
The Inflation Reduction Act was just the beginning – now we need more bold climate action at the local, state, and federal levels. Dig into our latest policy guide for more insight on how you can engage your company.
Download the Policy Guide →
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    Stay in the Know



Sign up for our newsletter to stay in the know about ClimateVoice's latest campaigns, corporate climate policy updates, and action opportunities.
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100% clean energy standards



We know we need to transition the electric grid to 100% clean energy; a number of states and countries have enacted laws mandating this and are well on their way to decarbonizing the electricity sector.
Download the Policy Guide →





Incentives for existing zero-carbon technologies



Tax credits and other incentives for clean technologies (solar, wind, EVs, storage, geothermal, carbon capture, etc.) are politically popular and can be helpful in accelerating adoption.
Download the Policy Guide →





Elimination of subsidies for fossil fuels, and support for green financing authorities



Today governments provide massive subsidies for fossil fuels. We need to phase these out in order to enable a transition to a zero carbon economy. In tandem, we need to fund “green banks” that can attract and leverage private finance for climate solutions.
Download the Policy Guide →





Electrification standards and incentives



One critical element of most pathways to decarbonize our modern society involves electrifying (almost) everything. We need to eliminate emissions from our buildings and transportation systems. A combination of standards and incentives can accelerate this transition. Examples include building codes (e.g., to eliminate fossil fuels from buildings), zero-emission vehicle standards, and tax credits for EVs and heat pumps.
Download the Policy Guide →





Energy efficiency programs and incentives



These are relevant in many sectors, from buildings, to appliances, to transportation. Building codes, appliance standards, fuel economy standards, and incentives to accelerate adoption have been extraordinarily successful at “bending the curve” of energy consumption. Fuel switching to efficient heat pumps and induction cooking also reduce energy consumption dramatically while improving indoor air quality, making buildings cheaper to operate and healthier to live and work in.
Download the Policy Guide →





Support for innovation on climate solutions



The world can go a very long way to decarbonizing the economy with existing technologies that are already cost-effective—and those technologies will continue to get better and cheaper. However, we also need R&D to develop solutions in areas where we don’t yet have cost-effective solutions—such as grid-scale energy storage, carbon removal, and zero-carbon cement. Investment is needed across the full chain of innovation, from basic science, to early-stage start-ups, to deployment of first of-its-kind projects, to scaling up. Beyond support for very early stage R&D, we need policies that can accelerate technologies along their experience curves. The right policy depends on the technology, its stage of development, and the competition it faces in the market, in addition to a number of other factors.
Download the Policy Guide →





Investments in transmission and grid infrastructure



We have massive wind and solar resources around the U.S. We need policies to speed up the efficient deployment of well-planned, new transmission lines to move energy from where it is plentiful and cheap to where it is needed. We also need policies that modernize the grid to make it more flexible and resilient, including driving deployment of storage and using demand response in real time to adapt to fluctuations in variable resources.
Download the Policy Guide →





A price on carbon



For years, pricing the “externality” has been a favored approach of many economists and policy wonks. It has the potential advantage of being cross-sector, and of using market forces to choose the cheapest places to decarbonize first. In some situations, sector-specific approaches (e.g., the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative for power plants, or the Transportation and Climate Initiative for transportation) may be easier to enact than broader policies. However, any carbon pricing system must be carefully designed to ensure that the concerns of frontline and fenceline communities are addressed, including the rapid cleanup of the pollution that plagues many such communities, along with the concerns of workers whose jobs might be displaced by the transition. To be effective, a carbon pricing system must either be global, or have “border adjustments” to account for differing policies in different jurisdictions. (Mildenberger and Stokes’ article provides a good summary of the political and policy problems with carbon pricing).


Download the Policy Guide →





Support for limits on pollution and elimination of super pollutants



We need stronger rules to limit or prevent methane emissions and to phase out chemicals that are particularly potent greenhouse gasses, e.g., hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). We also need the executive branch to use their federal regulatory authority to set limits on pollution from the power sector, our cars and trucks, and various other sources. These standards complement investments and tax credits to help speed the transition to lower emitting technologies like clean energy and electric vehicles (EVs), while delivering the public health benefits of reduced pollution.
Download the Policy Guide →





Support for climate-friendly diets and sustainable farming practices



Our agricultural sector is uniquely vulnerable to the physical impacts of climate change. We must ensure shifts to less resource-intensive and more plant-forward diets that also reduce food waste. Along the way to a more sustainable food system, helping farmers sequester more carbon in the soil will be vital to mitigating greenhouse gas emissions.
Download the Policy Guide →
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